


PREFACE

Some time ago my publishers asked me to prepare
for the public a volume which should take note of the
“undoubted business awakening among the Negro peo-
ple of the United States, and suggested further that
such a volume should include some general discussion
of those factors and conditions that make for the per-
manent economic success of the Negro race.

It is not my purpose in this volume to attempt a
statistical study of the business enterprises of the
Negro people in the United States, or to give a de-
tailed and consecutive history of their -business de-
velopment. I desire rather to tell in as direct and sim-
ple 2 manner as I am able what a number of our
more successful men have been able to do in the field
" of business, with the hope that an increasing number
of our young men may be encouraged by these ex-
amples to take advantage of the opportunities open
to them in this direction.

As- I have traveled through the country, I.-have
" been—constantly— surprised - to~ note--the number of -
colored men and women, often in small towns and
remote districts, who are engaged in various lines of
business. In many cases the business has been very
humble, but nevertheless sufficient has been accom-
plished to indicate the opportunities of the race in this
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field. Not infrequently, moreover, I met men who
have been unusually successful, whose business en-
terprises and wealth would be creditable to any man
of any race. It is the achievements of these men of
which I shall try here to give an account. |

In my opinion, the National Negro Business
League, formed for the purpose of bringing our busi-
ness men together for mutual help and encourage-
ment, deserves a place in this book, because of the
far-reaching influence it has exerted, through its
annual meetings and the numerous and vigorous local
leagues affiliated with it, in the way of encouraging
our young men and women to go into business, and
of heartening those already engaged in it to renewed
efforts and greater achievements. I shall therefore
give proper space to the history and effects of the
National Negro Business League. :

A chapter which I think will be of interest con-
cerns the subject of Negro towns, several of which
have sprung up in the South, and which seem to
me significant and important as examples of that
pioneer spirit which we must show more and more
if we are to succeed as a race.

In addition, I think I am safe in saying that some
discussion of the subject of industrial education and -
of the Negro’s commercial and social relations with
the South, bearing directly on his business activity,
will not be out of place in this hook. '

Some of the material in these latter chapters has
already appeared in print, and I am under obliga-
tion to the publishers of The Tradesman, Chattanooga,
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Tenn., The Atlantic Monthly, Boston, Mass., and the

International Monthly, now the International Quar-
terly, for permission to reprint that portion of the

" material which has appeared in the columns of their
publications.

" One point upon which I wish to be thoroughly
understood is that this volume is mot intended to
include, or_even to name, all the successful colored
men and women who are engaged in business. The
space allotted to me has permitted me to make men-
tion of only a few, who will serve as examples of .
what hundreds of others are accomplishing. I also
desire to make plain the fact that if any individual
or organization is not mentioned in this volume it
does not mean that he or it is not, in my opinion,
worthy to have such mention. Many of those who
are entitled to be mentioned here are left out simply
because of lack of space or because I had neither
from my own knowledge nor from the records of
the Business League and other sources of informa-
tion, sufficient details at hand to give an adequate
account of what they have accomplished. :
> My main object in preparing this volume has been
to set forth some examples from among the members
of the Negro race that may serve to encourage other

" men and women of the race to go forward and win
success in business directions. I have sought rather
to refer to such examples as would show the va-
riety of business enterprise in which colored people
are engaged rather than the total amount of business
being done by Negroes. Furthermore, I have in every
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case been influenced in making my choice less by
the actual material success gained, measured in dol-

" . lars and cents, than by the enterprise and energy and

moral earnestness displayed. I have done this because
I believe that the success won by hard work, rather
than by lucky chance, is the only success that is of
any importance to the race as a whole. :

Finally, if I seem to have chosen my examples of
business success too exclusively from the ranks of the
National Negro Business League, it is not because
I am unaware that there are many successful busi-
ness men who have never become members of it but
because the men whose stories I know best are men
with whom I have become acquainted through the
medium of the League. '

I wish to acknowledge my gratitude to my friend,
Mr. T. Thomas Fortune, of New York, for very
valuable help in the preparation of this volume; and
also to make acknowledgment of my indebtedness to
my Secretary, Mr. Emmett J. Scott, for services ren-
dered in the same direction. Mr. Fortune has been
Chairman of the Executive Committee of the National
Negro Business League since its organization, and
Mr. Scott, Corresponding Secretary; both have had
much to do with the upbuilding of this potent factor
in the development of our race.

— THE AUTHOR.

Tuskegee Institute, Alabama,

June 1, 1907.
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