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EVOLUTION

MONCG the great and fertile scientific conceptions
which have either originated or become firmly es-
{nblished during the nineteenth century, the theory of
evolution, if not the greatest of them all, will certainly
lule ils place in the front rank. As a partial explana-
tion (for no complete explanation is possible to finite in-
telligence) of the phenomena of nature, it illuminates
wvory department of science, from the study of the most
teinole cosmic phenomena accessible to us to that of the
miinutest organisms revealed by the most powerful mi-
¢roscopes ; while upon the great problem of the mode of
origin of the various forms of life—long considered in-
poluble—it throws so clear a light that to many biologists
Il seems to afford as complete a solution, in principle, as
wo can expect to reach.

THE NATURE AND LIMITS OF EVOLUTION

S0 many of the objections which are still made to the
theory of evolution, and especially to that branch of it
which deals with living organisms, rest upon a miscon-
veplion of what it professes to explain, and even of what
utty theory can possibly explain, that a few words on
- iln nature and limits seem to be necessary.

livolution, as a general principle, implies that all things
in the universe, as we see them, have arisen from other
[hings which preceded them by a process of modification,
under the action of those all-pervading but mysterious
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